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Top Trends for Well-Dressed Countertops
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t's the detasils that make every Kitchen or bath new
constrection or renavabion project uniquee,  Countertops
with their detsil-centric design elements offer Specia
apporunities For adding personality to a space. At the Las
Vegas Kikchen and Bath Industry Show, North Smerica’s
premier kitchen and bath trade event, high-end design and
o maintenance were inherent bhemes sparking countertop
trends For 2015.

ARteryears of being the material aF chaoice, granibe has lostits
status bo quarts as the most sought after counterbop prodwct
in bathrgom and kitchen settings. Durable, stain resistank
amd slesk, quartz countertops appeal bo those seeking a
carefree lifeshyle with aesthetics. On the marcket Far the past
30 years, this engineesred stone & made from a blend of stone
chips, resins and pigments. |k marked increase in pogularity
has resulted fram the release of new calors and collections by
trend-savwey manufactuners.

Unlike granite and marble, it is nonporows and, as a resulk,
the stain resistant qualides make quarke impervious
to most cleaning products, cils and liguids. Althowgh
guartz resists cracking and scrabches, extreme heat can
damage the resins that bind it o care should be Bken
with hot pots and curling irons, Unlike granibe, however,
this champion counterteg material never nesds ko
be resealed.

A Fawaribe among thase with large installations, quartz can be
Fabricated in larger pieoes resulting in Feser s=ams, |bs mnigue
ability bo Aex makes ik ideal For backsplashes and cther large
vertical surfaces. Comparable in cost to granite, this product
especially appeals ba thase who prafera unifarm loak without
the guirky variations and maverment inherent in natwral sbane
surfaces. Ik is also best suiked to projects with elaborate Eile
in=tallations =a that every alement in the space does not rval
For attention.

Showy Countertops

Thase who Favar granike as a counterbop
materisl appreciabe i authenticiky as a
natural material, The near limidess spectrum
of colors and patterns makes granite a top
choice far thase seeking showy counbertops
central ba design. The same attribute that
makes it a popular choice can also Frustrate
the uninitiated as each granite slab has unique
color, pattern and shading qualikies which can
make acquiring seweral slabs fara langer project
more chall=nging. This is where the talent of
a =kill=d Fabricator comes inte play in joining
slabsin such away that seams are nok Featured.

Because of it inherent porous quality, granite
must be sealed with an impregnating water-
based sealer. Polished granibe with = mimar
like inish stands wp bebbar ko staing than kaned
granite which is more porous. Imperial White
and Abs=alute Black granibes are a good choice
For homeowners with neutral calor schemes in
compariscn ko busier, more colorful granibes.

Improvements in praduwction have made marbde
more affardable, but the cost of mainbenancs
must be Fackared in. Been with periodic sealing
it s still susoeplibde bo skains and scrabches, Like
its natwral counterpart granite, marble is not
impersious ba chips fram stray pots and pans. In
more wet anvironments Bke bathrooms, water
marks can be a problem. Yet marble’s populariby
with the revival of whibe kitkchens and white
appliances has scared aver the last decade. This
is becsuse it is svailable in o0 many different
shades of white From the wery pure Thamsos b
Carrara, caveted Fariks gray veining.




. : : = Vierying she thickness of countertops in both kitchens and bathrooms
Pivaiogryiip by e Manker bmapery - : : : is & great on-trend way to add viswal intevest and to create a focal
S S R B poing. A double thickness counteriop on kitchen islands has been

Motewarthy Trends . A T | trending for some thae..

Aside From acbual counbertop maberals, other noteworthy trends
mix countertop products For a custom look. This also matches the
suitability of counterbop makerials with Functionality, IFtheisland s ak
the cenber of kibchen activiby, sspecially in a home wikth small children
where Frequent clean ups are necessary, perhaps a law maintenance
guartz product should be considered For this locaion with marble or
granite in perimeterspaces.

Warying the thickness aF counbertops in both kibkchens and bathroomsis
a great an-trend way ba add visual inberest and ba create a Focal poink.
A double thickness counbertop on kibchen islands has besn trending
For sarme Hme, but a laminabed build vp in bathrooms is particulady
effective in oreaking a luxe ervironment.

Opportunities to design the auter edge of the countestop and inside - T - L gl by By ooy s b ol by V0 i ooyl
edges of sink cutouts should not be oeerlooked. Where a bullnose ) s {1
edge debasil was the standard of choice For years in bath tradiBonal
and contemporary kibchens, the skill set of Fabricabors has improsved
to afford unique opportunikies For tactile expresson that result from
implemmenting more than one edge profile. Becsuse of the addibonal
eapense, consideration should be given bo choasing this For surfaces
with the Fewest linear feet.

Thelinesbebaeen livingspacesthroughoukthehome conbinue . bold charcoal bladk interior, bhis appliance takes a purpossful
to blur, and lusuny market bomeosners continee bo embrace departure from white praving thak the inside of a refrigeratar
trends that create opulent, indulgent ervironments bo live  should be just as sbyfish &= its exterior And sa ik goes with
and entertain, Bearing witness bo this ongoing phenomenon counbertop design 2s our quest Forambienkspaces snderscores
are inbraductions fike the new Jenn-Air Obsidian, With is the need For careful atbenban to sach and svery detail.
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